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Specifications for SWC #436 
Lamps, Batteries, and Scrap Metal Recycling 

 
A. Scope of Work 

 

The purpose of this Contract is to provide lamps, batteries, and scrap metal recycling services for 

State of Tennessee (“State”) Agencies. Other Governmental Bodies, members of the University of 

Tennessee or Tennessee Board of Regents system, and the nonprofit entities identified in Tenn. Code 

Ann. § 33-2-1001 (“Authorized Users”) may utilize the awarded Contract. Contractor agrees to extend 

this Contract to Authorized Users. 

 

The contractor shall provide all personnel, transportation, services, materials, equipment, technical 

and management support required to perform the recycling collection services. 

 

B. Definitions 

 

Agency 

Means each State of Tennessee board, commission, committee, 

department, officer, or any other unit of State government 

except for those governmental entities identified in Tenn. Code 

Ann. § 12-3-102(a). 

Contract Administrator 
Means the Contractor’s main point of contact at Central 

Procurement Office 

CPO Means Central Procurement Office 

DGS Means Department of General Services 

Facility Means building or site location operated by the State of 

Tennessee or Other Governmental Bodies; may be leased or 

owned.  

Normal State Operating Hours Monday through Friday 8:00AM – 4:30 PM, per applicable time 

zone of each facility, excluding legal State holidays. A listing of 

State holidays can be found at http://tn.gov/main/article/state-

holidays. Any work conducted outside of the Normal State 

operating hours must have prior written approval from 

authorized Agency personnel. 

Other Governmental 

Bodies 

Means any governmental entity in the State of Tennessee, 

other than Agencies, including but not limited to: 

1)   Judicial branch entities; 

2)   Legislative branch entities; 

http://tn.gov/main/article/state-holidays
http://tn.gov/main/article/state-holidays
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3)   Local governments (includes counties, cities, townships & 

municipalities); 

4)   Educational institutions (includes universities, colleges and 

K-12); and 

5)   Authorities and quasi-governmental bodies. 

EPA 40cfr 720 Environmental Protection Agency’s Premanufacture 

Notification.  

Click HERE for current information 

EPA RCRA (40cfr 261.2) Environmental Protection Agency’s Definition of solid waste.  

Click HERE for current information. 

Universal Waste Waste materials designated as hazardous waste, but containing 

materials that are very common. It is defined in 40cfr. 273.9. 

Click HERE for current information. 

 

 

C. General Requirements 

 

A. Compliance with Laws and Regulations 

 

1. The awarded contractor(s) agrees to comply with the conditions of the all applicable state 

and federal laws and regulations, as may be amended and any standards and regulations 

which may be propagated. The awarded contractor(s) agrees that both services and items 

furnished under this contract will comply with said laws, standards and regulations. The 

awarded supplier further agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the State of Tennessee 

from all damages assessed against the State of Tennessee as a result of the awarded 

contractor’s failure to comply with these laws, standards and regulations. In addition, 

compliance of state and federal laws and regulations applies to any subcontractor as well 

as the awarded contractor(s). 

2. All equipment that is used by the contractor to collect, transport, containerize, and 

otherwise handle waste, mercury containing lamp and PCB containing/non-PCB ballasts 

shall meet all applicable federal/state/local requirements.  Appropriate and permitted 

vehicles and drivers must be used to collect and transport these recyclable and/or 

hazardous materials.  The vehicles shall display the appropriate placards and decals. 

3. The State agency shall have lamps pre-packaged and properly labeled, if the original 

container is available.  The contractor shall provide DOT approved collection containers 

for the safe collection and shipment of waste, mercury containing lamps when the original 

packing container is not available or practical, or if requested by the agency.  Containers 

shall accommodate 4' to 8' tubes, and odd shaped lamps.  

4. The contractor shall provide a DOT approved container for all of the safe collection and 

shipment of non-leaking, PCB containing ballasts. 

5. The containers shall display the appropriate labels outlined in the specifications for the 

individual category. 

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2011-title40-vol31/pdf/CFR-2011-title40-vol31-part720.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2011-title40-vol26/pdf/CFR-2011-title40-vol26-sec261-2.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Title_40_of_the_Code_of_Federal_Regulations
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/get-cfr.cgi?TYPE=TEXT&YEAR=current&TITLE=40&PART=273&SECTION=9
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2015-title40-vol27/xml/CFR-2015-title40-vol27-sec273-9.xml
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6. The contractor shall replace each container removed with a like container that is clean and 

appropriately labeled.   

 

B. Spill and Release Responsibilities 

 

1. The awarded contractor(s) is solely responsible for any and all spills, leaks, or releases 

which occur as a result of or are contributed to by the actions of its agents, employees, or 

subcontractors. In the event of a spill, leak, or release, the awarded contractor(s) agrees to 

take the following actions:  

 

a. Evacuate and warn anyone that may be affected by the spill.  

b. Clean the spill utilizing methods compliant with local, state and federal laws, 

regulations and standards.  

c. For spills which occur on property other than property owned or leased by the State or 

government municipality or contract user- provide all notifications and reports as 

specified by local, state and federal laws, regulations and standards.  

d. For spills which occur on property owned or operated by the State, government 

municipality or contract user, notify the appropriate personnel.  

C. Damages 

 

1. If at the contractor's or contractor's employees' negligence, the State's property is 

damaged, stolen or lost, and that property has to be repaired or replaced by the State, the 

expense for such work and/or replacement will be deducted from the monies due to the 

contractor.  In addition to the foregoing and if the damage exceeds any monies due, the 

State reserves the right to pursue claims for damages through any and all legal remedies 

available to the State. 

 
 

D. Recycling Categories 

 

A. For the purpose of this contract recycling means either processing waste in order to recover a 

usable product or energy, regenerate the material or use the waste as an effective substitute for 

commercial products.  

 

B. This contract will include the following recyclable items: 

 

1. Lamps:  

a. Fluorescent lamps being referred to as spent lighting, contain mercury that requires 

recycling. Lamps shall be treated as Universal Waste. Lamps, such as but not limited 

to, fluorescent tubes, compact fluorescent, HID lamps (mercury vapor, metal halide, 

high-pressure sodium), neon lamps; and any other lamps that are dangerous waste 

are considered Universal Waste. An unused lamp becomes a waste on the date the 

handler decides to discard it.  

b. Containers in which lamps are contained must be labeled or marked clearly with any 

of the following phrases: 
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i. "waste containing lamps" 

ii. "used mercury containing lamps" 
 

2. Ballasts:  

a. Non-leaking, PCB-containing ballasts shall be delivered to an approved recycling 

facility, where they shall be disassembled.  PCB-contaminated liquids shall be 

incinerated in accordance with 40cfr 720.  All other parts of the ballast shall be 

reclaimed, reused or prepared for marketing as a raw material in a manner that 

constitutes recycling as defined in EPA's RCRA (40cfr 261.2)  A certificate of incineration 

shall be provided to disposing agency within approximately 90 days of pick-up date or 

upon request by the State. 

b. Ballasts shall be placed in an approved container, such as a 55-gallon steel drum or a 

5-gallon pail. Drums are required by law not to exceed 800 pounds gross weight. 

Drum weight is approximately 40 pounds. Therefore, the quantity of ballasts per drum 

should be:  

i. No greater than 200 4’ ballasts  

ii. No greater than 94 8’ slim line ballasts  

iii. No greater than 68 8’ HO ballasts  

c. Drums should be labeled pursuant to applicable regulations. You must label mercury-

containing devices or a container holding mercury-containing devices  

d. Contract will include awarded supplier supplying the drums with a cover and lip ring 

with bolt. Once filled, the Agency shall cover and secure the drum by tightly bolting the 

lip ring.  

 

3. Batteries:  

a. Battery Recycling shall include the recycling of all battery types with the exception of 

vehicle batteries. Battery means a device consisting of one or more electrically 

connected electrochemical cells, which is designed to receive, store, and deliver 

electric energy. An electrochemical cell is a system consisting of an anode, cathode, 

and an electrolyte, plus such connections (electrical and mechanical) as may be 

needed to allow the cell to deliver or receive electrical energy.  

b. The term battery also includes an intact, unbroken battery from which the electrolyte 

has been removed.  

c. Containers in which the batteries are contained must be labeled or marked clearly 

with any of the following phrases:  

i. “Universal Waste – Batteries” 

ii. “Waste Batteries” 

iii. “Used Batteries”  

 

4. Scrap Metal 

a. Used scrap metal, aluminum, and metal products will be available for purchase on an 

“as is” basis. 

b. The unit of measure is percent.  Price bid shall be the percentage over (plus) or under 

(minus) the current market price available, as determined by the current American 

Metal Market publication. 
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c. The vendor shall be required to have certified weigh scales at their facility and provide 

pre-numbered weigh tickets to appropriate agency personnel.  

d. Contractor(s) pickup or agency delivery dates will be scheduled by the respective 

agencies on a “call in” basis which shall be responded to by the contractor within two 

business days.   

e. Each agency shall be responsible for properly packaging the scrap metal/metal 

products and the scrap aluminum in the storage containers per instructions written by 

the Contractor(s).   

f. Payments payable to the State of Tennessee shall be submitted by the Vendor to the 

State no later than thirty business days after the date of purchase and shall be 

accompanied by the appropriate weight ticket(s) and a copy of the supporting page(s) 

from the American Metal Market publication showing scrap metal and/or aluminum 

prices on the day of purchase. 


